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THE BRENT FAMILY. 

Compiled by W. B. Chilton, Washington, D. C. 

(continued) 

Which Robert de Brent 5 Edw. I (1277) attended that King into Gas- 
cony, as he did in most of his expeditions into Scotland, being then a 
Knight. 25 Edw. I (1297) he was a knight of the shire for Somerset at 
the parliament then held at Westminster. He died about 2 Edw. II 
(1309) Isabella his wife, daughter of Simon de Montacute, surviving 
him. He was the first of the family that used a seal of his arms, viz: a 
wivern, as it is now borne, and has generally been used by his descend- 
ants. He was the father of another Robert, who was also a knight and a 
great benefactor to the abbey of Glastonbury. He married Claricia 
daughter and heir of Sir Adam de la Ford, of Ford, in the parish of 
Bawdrip, by whom he had the manor of Ford, and other lands in this 
county, Wilts, Hants, and Essex. He had by her a son of his own 
name, who succeeded him at Cossington, and also another son called 
John, who, setting himself at Charing, in Kent, on some lands which 
were Sir Adam de la Ford's, became the progenitor of a family which 
continued there with great dignity for many generations, and at last 
by some heir female had their possessions in the time of Queen Eliza- 
beth transferred to the family of Deering. 1 

Besides these sons, he had two daughters, Havysia, the wife of Hugh 
de Popham, and Joan, wife of Thomas Deneband. He was buried 
on the north side of the choir of the abbey church of Glastonbury. 

Robert de Brent, son of the last mentioned Robert, married Eliza- 
beth, daughter of William Deniband, and died 25 Edw. Ill (i357)> 
being then succeeded by John Brent, who married Joan, daughter and 
heir of John le Eyre, of Middlezoy, by whom he had a manor in that 
parish held of the Lady Stury by the service of half a knight's fee, and 
several other lands in this neighborhood. 

John Brent, of Cossington, son of John, 1 Henry V (1413), was 
twice married; his first wife was Ida, daughter of Sir John Beau- 
champ, of Lillisdon, knt., by whom he had issue Sir Robert Brent, his 
successor in the estate of Cossington, and Joan, first married to 
Thomas Horsey, of Horsey, Esq., and afterwards to Thomas Tretheke, 
of Tretheke, in the county of Cornwall, Esq. To his second wife he 
married Joan, the daughter of Sir Robert Latimer, knt., by whom he 
had a son called John. 

Sir Robert Brent, his son by his former wife, and heir to this es- 
tate, married Jane, daughter of John Harewell, of Wotton, in the 
county of Warwick, who survived him and had this manor for her 

1 Weevers, funeral monuments, 90, 19 {sic.). 
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dower, which was, after her death, together with the rest of the 
estate, entered upon by Joan, his sister and heir by the whole blood, 
to the exclusion of John, son of John Brent by the second marriage. 
But this Joan being in a state of insanity, the fines that were levied 
in her name were not sufficient to bar the heir male, who, after several 
suits at law, and at length an arbitration by John Hody (afterwards 
chief justice of the King's Bench) 10 Henry VI (1440), was ad- 
judged the right heir, by virtue of two entails made in the time of 
Edw. II, and Ric. II (1307; 1377), and soon after this manor was 
again entailed to this John Brent and the heirs of their body forever. 

The eldest son of this John Brent was called Robert, and married 
Margaret, daughter of Hugh Malet, of Currypool, by whom he had 
another John, who added to his estate the manors of Goodwin's 
Bower and West Bagborough, which he purchased of Thomas God- 
wyn, as also (from his wife Maud, the daughter and co-heir of Sir 
Walter Pouncefoot) the manor of Compton-Pouncefoot, and Pounce- 
foot Hill, all which descended to William Brent, their eldest son, 
under age. 

Which William had livery of his lands granted him 15 Henry VIII 
(1524), although he was not then twenty-one years old. He married 
a daughter of Lord Stourton, by whom he had one son, Richard, who 
died 23 Eliz. (1558), and was succeeded by Anne, his only daughter 
and heir, married to Lord Thomas Poulett, son of the Marquis of 
Winchester, and was mother of Elizabeth, wife of Giles Hoby, Esq., 
which two ladies sold and squandered away all the patrimony of this 
ancient family. The manor of Cossington, with Ford, and part of 
Godwin's Bower, was purchased by John Brent, the heir male of the 
family, viz., son of Stephen, son of John, second son of John Brent 
and Maud Pouncefoot. Which John, by that marriage, was an officer 
under William Warham, Archbishop of Canterbury, and afterwards 
under the treasurer of Calais. It appears by papers found at Cos- 
sington that, upon the dissolution of the religious houses, he was 
employed by the commissioners to take account of the lands and muni- 
ments of such of them as were within this county, particularly of the 
abbey of Clive, to which he seems to have been steward. This John 
was twice married; his first wife was a daughter and co-heir of 
Thomas Godwyn; his second was Mary, granddaughter and sole heir 
of Thomas Culpeper, of the city of London. He died in 1557, and 
was buried at Bexley, in the county of Kent. 

Stephen Brent, son of John 1 was a lawyer, and lived at Dorchester, 
in a house that was his mother's, in whose right he had several other 
lands in that county and in Kent, all which were sold by his son John, 
upon his purchase of this manor of Cossington, an estate in which 
he seems to have taken great delight. This John died here in 1610, 

1 Second son of John Brent and Maude Pouncefoot. 
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leaving behind him a son of his own name, who was seventy-eight 
years in possession of this manor, and died A. D., 1692; but though 
twice married, left no children. His first wife was Winifred, daughter 
of Sir John Arundel, of Lanheron, in Cornwall, and his second was 
Mary, daughter of Sir Henry Ludlow, knt. On his death one Hodges, 
a poor man, then living near Highgate, was by Virdict found to be 
grandson of Anne, daughter of Stephen, and real heir to the estate, 
which he sold soon after to Mr. Robert West, of the Inner Temple, 
who had assisted him in the discovery of his title to this inheritance. 
Whence the manor of Cossington came to Sir John Gresham, bart, 
who sold it to Benjamin Allen, Esq., the present possessor. 

The living of Cossington is rectorial, in the deanery of Pawlett, and 
was in 1292 valued at ten marks. The Rev. Charles Hobbs is pat- 
ron and incumbent. 

The church, which is dedicated to St. Mary, is of one pace, with a 
tower at the west end, containing a clock and five bells. 

In the chancel floor is a brass plate, whereon are engraved the 
effigies of John Brent, Esq., who died Aug. 22, 1524, and Maud, his 
wife, with an inscription to their memory; and on the north wall 
another inscription to John, son of John Brent, Esq., who died Jan. 
24, 1691, aged 80 years. 

From the History and Antiquities of the County of Somerset, by 
John Collinson, London. 1791. Vol. Ill, p. 434-7. 

(P. C. C. Bennett, 8.) 



Will or Robert Brent, Esquire, and Lord of Cosyngton, Dated 27 
August, 1500; Proved 7 November, 1508. 

I desire to be buried in the chancel of the Church of the Blessed 
Mary of Cosyngton. 

I bequeath to the fabric of the Church of Bath and Wells 20s. 

To the glazing of the window in the tower of the parish church of 
Cosyngton, 40s. 

I will that Joan, my sister, have food and clothing from John, my 
son and heir, while she lives. 

I give to the prior of Byrkyll 2od. 

To the friars Minor of Bridgewater, 6s., 8d. 

To the poor of the Blessed Margaret next Taunton, 2od. 

To Alexander Hody, now rector of Byschford, 6s., 8d. 

To Richard Mylcome, rector of Cosyngton, 6s., 8d. 

To John, my son and heir, my chest. 

Residuary Legatees and Executors: Joan, my wife, and John, my 
son. Witnesses: Richard Mylcome, John Nett, Jr., and John Joce. 

I also bequeath to Dom. George Nawll, chaplain of Ford, 2od. 

To John, the Hermit of St. Thomas on Powldom, 8d. 

Proved: 7 November, 1508, by the oath of John, the son, to whom 
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admon. was granted, power being reserved of making the like grant 
to Joan, the widow and relict. 

Note: The foregoing will is that of Robert Brent, who married 
Margaret, daughter of Hugh Malet, of Currypool. Joan, mentioned 
in the will, must have been a second wife. Both Collinspn and the 
Brent genealogy mention Margaret as the name of this Robert Brent'3 
wife; but Collinson, under the head of Currypool, states that Joan 
Malet married Robert Brent, and that her sister, Margaret, married 
John Crewkern. Possibly Robert Brent married first Margaret, the 
widow of Crewkern, and second Joan, her sister. 

(P. C. C. BodfeMe, 26.) 

The Will op John Brent, Dated 20 Aug., 1524. 

I bequeath my body to be buried in the chancel of the church of 
our lady of Cosyngton, by Mawd, late my wife. 

To the church of St. Andrew, in Wells, 10s. 

To the churc^ of Cosyngton, to buy a tenor bell, 2oli. 

To the church of Bawdrepe, Puryton and Wullauyngton, 6s., 8d. 
apiece, and to the two chantry priests of Wullauyngton, Sir Nicholas 
Neele and Sir John Pople, 6s., 8d. 

To the Friars of Briggewater and Yevilchester, 6s., 8d. severally. 

To the Spetilhouses of Taunton, Brewton, Lamport and Bath, 3s., 
4d. severally. 

To all my servants, men and women, dwelling with me in my house- 
hold, on the day of my death, a year's wages. 

To Richard Brent, my son, 200 marks. 

To Barbara, my daughter, 200 marks. 

To Thomasyn, my daughter, 200 marks. 

If any of my children die within the age of 16 years not married, 
the portion of the child so dying Shall be divided among the survi- 
vors. If all my children thus die, their portions shall be put into lands, 
to found a perpetual chantry in the church of Cosington, and my will 
is, if it could be done, that the chantry of the Forde should be parcel 
of the perpetuity in Cosyngton church. The residue of my goods I 
give to William Brent and Richard Brent, my sons, to be equally di- 
vided among them by the advice of Bawdon Mallett, William Vowell, 
John Poxwell, clerk, and Sir Thomas Keove; and I make my said 
sons my eVors, and Sir John Poxwell, parson of Cosyngton, and Sir 
Thomas Keove, one of the chantry preests of Wullavyngton, their 
coadjutors. 

To my sister, Agnes, a nun at Shaftsbury, I give 61i., 13s., 4<*. 

To my cousin, Mary Paulett, an ambling horse named Symon. 
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Witnesses: John Powlett; John Pokiswell, clerk, Thomas Kewe, 
William Broke, Richard Pery and John Mors. 
Proved 15 Oct., 1524, by Richard Feld, proctor for the ex'ors. 

(P. C C. Rudd, 22.) 

The Will of Giles Brent, of Honesbrooke, in the Parish of Wym- 
borne Mynster, Co. Dorset, Gent., Dated 3 June, 12 James I. 

I give to the parish church of Wymborne Mynster 20s. 

To the poor, 20s. 

I give the use of my farm of Hunnesbrooke to my wife Anne for 
21 years; and to my said wife and to Thomas, Giles, Edward, Pene- 
lope and Dorothy Brent, my children, all my goods equally among 
them. 

To Grace Brent, my daughter, a feather bed and bolster. 

I will that my son, John, shall pay to Giles, Penelope and Dorothy 
Brent, 20I1. by the year out of the farm of Bur ford, for the time of 
the lease of 21 years. 

Ex'ors: my wife Anne, and son Thomas. 

Overseers: my friends Edward Woodes and Thomas Thornehill, 
gent. 

The mark of Giles Brent: Witnesses: Edward Wood, John Brent. 
Proved 4 March, i6i4-*5, by Thomas Brent, executor, with power re- 
served, &c. 

Note — Giles Brent, the maker of the foregoing will, was the son of 
Richard Brent, and the grandson of John Brent and Maud Pounce- 
foot. 

(P. C. C. Grey, 109.) 

The Noncupative Will of John Brent, of Hennybrooke, in the 

Parish of Wimborne Minster, Co. Dorset, Gent., Made 

About 26 January, 1650-1. 

He declared he would give to his daughter, Mary Brent, 200/1., hav- 
ing given her that sum in a will he had lately cancelled. The rest 
of his estate, as also the lease of his tenements in Hennybrook, which 
was to be holden after his decease by the life of one Ann Hardy, he 
gave to his wife, Katherine Brent, for the benefit of herself and chil- 
dren. 

Made in the presence of divers good and credible witnesses 10 June, 
1651, commission issued to Katherine Brent, the relict of deceased, 
to administer according to the above will. 

Note — John Brent, making the foregoing will, was probably the son 
of Giles Brent, maker of the will immediately preceding. 

(P. C. C. Administration Act Book 1611-14, folio 152.) 
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John Brent. 

ii June, 1614. Commission issued to Thomas Parsons, one of the 
creditors of John Brent, late of Cosyngton, Co. Somerset, deceased, 
to administer the goods, &c, of the said deceased. 

(P. C. C. Arundel, 39) 

The Will of Stephen Brent, of Dorchester, Co. Dorset, Dated 

31 May, 1580. 

I bequeath my body to be buried, if I happen to die in Dorset, by 
my father-in-law, Christopher Hole, and Dorothy, his wife. 

I give to the church of St. Peter, in Dorsettshire, 6s., 8d., and to the 
churches of Holy Trinity & Allhallows there, 3s., 4d. each. 

To John Coxe, my man, 40s. 

To my brother Gyles, my signet that I do use to wear. 

To my brother John, 20s. 

If my mother be living at my death, I give her 3/1*., to buy a gown 
with. 

To my daughter, Grace, towards her preferment in marriage, looli., 
and the gilt cup my father-in-law did use to drink in, at her mar- 
riage or age of 20. 

To my daughter, Anne, 100/1., and the great white silver cup I 
do use to drink in. And if my farm of Haydon or Islington fall into 
my wife's hands before they be married, my request is she give them 
each 100/t. more. 

Whereas, I have bought a tenement in Bere Regis unto my son, 
John, and daughter, Anne, jointly, and a tenement in Horsey, Co. 
Somerset, to my daughters, Grace and Anne. I will my daughter 
Anne shall not claim the moiety thereof until after their several 
deaths. 

I give to my wife my lease of the farm of Haydon, for life, the resi- 
due to my son, John. 

To my son, John, my great best standing cup of silver gilt, at his 
age of 21. 

The residue of my goods I give to my ivife, Margaret, and son, 
John, whom I make my executors; and I appoint as overseers of my 
will, my uncle, William Hymerford, clerk, Thomas Tubervile and 
George Tyllen, Esquires, and my brother, Gyles Brent, gent 

Per me, Stephen Brent. 

Witnessed per me, Guilielmum Hemerfordum, Richard Eare, by me, 
Roger Baxley. 

Proved Oct. 31, 1580, by Margaret Brent, the relict, with power 
reserved, &c. 

(P. C. C. Admon Act Book, 1692. February F., 32.) 
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EFFIGIES IN COSSINGTON CHURCH. 

JOHN BRENT AND HIS WIFE MAUDE. 

(From rubbings from the brasses.) 
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John Brent, Esquire. 

On the nth day a commission was issued to Mary Brent, Widow, 
relict of John Brent, late of Cossington, in the County of Somerset 
Esquire, deceased, to have and administer the goods, credits and chat- 
tels of the said deceased, well, etc. 

Inscription Surrounding Memorial Brasses on Tomb of John Brent 
and His Wife ..of Cossington ..St. Mary's Church 
"Here Under, Thys Stone Lyeth the Bodys of John Brent, 
Esq'r, Late Lord of this Maner of Cosyngton, and Mawde 

His Wyfe — the Eldest Daught and Hayre of Syr Water Pansfote, 

Our Lord God McCCCC, on Whose Soules and all Crysten 

Soules Jhu Have Mercy." 

Inscription in Cossington Church to the Memory of John Brent, 
Who Died January 24, 1691. 

"In memory of / John Brent, Esqr., was this monument erected. . 
He was Lord of this Manner of Cosington 78 years / and from 
the age of 14 was mar'ed to Winifed, Daw'ter of John Arundel, 
Esqr., of Clanhern, in Corn'll ..He lived with her 12 years / .. 
After her death mar'ed Mary, dau'ter of Sir Henry Ludlow, Knt., 

of Maiden Braley In ye county of Will'ts. He lived with 

her / 44 years and departed this life Jan. ye 24TH, 1691. Aged 80." 

The memorial to John Brent, who died 24 January, 1691, is on the 
south wall, not the north wall, as stated by Collinson. There are two 
shields in the tablet; in the first, gules a wivern; in the second, sable, 
6 martels, three, two and one argent impaling argent a chevron be- 
tween three animals (horses?), heads erased sable. 

In the parish register is recorded in Latin the burial of John Brent, 
Armiger, January 24, 1691. 

Cossington is situated about five miles north of Bridgewater, ad- 
joining Chilton on the west, and derives its name from the moors 
whereon it is situated, "Cors," in the British language, signifying a 
marsh or moorish place, and "ton" in Saxon, a small town or en- 
closure. It is a compact village, most of the houses, which are about 
thirty in number, standing near the church. The poor are chiefly em- 
ployed in cutting turf on the moors for sale. The cottages are in 
many cases almost hidden from view by the fine old trees. One, a 
venerable patriarch of the forest, is surrounded by a low circular wall. 
There is a tradition that from its branches many of the unfortunate 
adherents of Monmouth were hanged. 

Cossington manor is a fine old house, and must have been built 
about the end of the eleventh century, as services were held in it before 
the church was built. The house stands behind the church, which is 
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distant only a few feet, and is part of the manor. Mr. Edward Brod- 
erip is the present Lord of the Manor, and Mr. F. Couper Townson, 
the Rector of the parish. The interior of the church and of the manor 
house have been modernized. The Rectory is on the opposite side 
of the road, and here resided for many years John Somerville Brod- 
erip, whose wife was the gifted authoress, Fanny Hood, only daughter 
of the writer of the "Song of the Shirt" and the "Bridge of Sighs." 

The following additional notes are also taken from Collinsoris His- 
tory of Somerset: 

Laverton. Against the fourth wall is a handsome monument of 
stone "To the memory of John, eldest son of John Yerbury, of Frome, 
in this County, Gent., by Mary, his wife, daughter and co-heiress of 
John Brent, of Winborne, in the County of Dorset, Esqr. He mar- 
ried Joan Ralins, of this place, and died July I, 1691, aged 25." Arms 
of Yerbury and Brent (the Wivern). 

Currypool. Hugh Malet, son of Baldwin Malet, by Anne Lysse, was 
Lord of Currypool. His daughter, Joan, married Robert Brent. 
Another daughter, Margaret, married John Crewkern. 

Stoke Courcy. Margaret, daughter of William de Courcy, 2 Henry 
III (1218), and widow of Baldwin de Redvers, married Falk de Brent, 

a Norman by birth The said Falk de Brent, the builder 

of this castle, was sentenced, 9 Henry III (1225), to abjure the realm 
forever, but died soon after. 

Among list of those to whom lands were granted at the time of the 
Norman Conquest was Odo Fitz-Gamclin. 

William Malet was a Baron in the time of Henry II. 
Among the principal possessors of land in Somerset in the time of 
Edward I (1272-1307) : 

William de Vernai, 
William de Popham, 
Hugh de Popham, 
Robert de Brent. 

(to be continued) 
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